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YL are hoping this

% / géﬁ,ducumema:y can
e used by
paople inderested in campoigning
nul enly in New York but aeross the
couniry. We hepe this has a
timeless value and serves as a
resonrce about how eleclivns arce
run at the local level.”

The 2001 Mew York City counncil
clections were the most
competitive in the ciiy's hislory In
Washingion Heighls, Imwood amd
Marbie Hill there were a total of 8
candidajes running for Guillermo
Linares' Districl 10. And with 37 of
ithe 5! seats up for grahs
throughout the entire city, every
district was slated for a very
unique year in city polifics.

New York's local PES
broadeaster, Channel (3 has made
a documentary thai takes a look
barlz at kast year's local vily cowncil
campaigns called "Ruening: The
Campaign For City Council” This
hour-fong special documentary
premieres this Sunday, Febroary 24
at 10 pm. and lakes a look at the
newy  puliical  landscape  and
opporiunities facing the cily's
residents. This sppeeial
docunentary features District 10y
campaign race and uniqaely
highlights the enthusfasm and
participation of the residents and
capditlates of Washington Heights,
Inwood and Marble Hill,

According te execntive producer,
Stanley Nelson, his team "was
laeking for diffsrent distriets in ihe
city where there was no incumbest
returning. . District 10 was ideal
because it was alse largely
Spanish-speaking and i's «a
growing  community,” Neison
shured with Manhattan Times.

Unlike: grevions elections, (he
Z001 race for city council (ouk plate
under dillerenl cireumstances, the
most obvicus changes bcmg the
large number . of
running for oftice and the amount
of . money rmsed by each ior
campaigning,

The 2001 race marked the first
Lime that term Yfimits and campaign
finance reform made it accessible
for anyone ' to run for oflice,
Unprecedented in the city's history,
incumbents were forced out of
office paving the way for other local
leaders to vie for the coveted honor
(o represent their district in the
City Council.

The other significant change
was the cily's maiching of privale
citizen coniributiors al a rate of 34
{o 51. This meant that if you gave

$106 dollars to a eandidate, the city
in taorn - donated B400 {0 that
amendment .
playing field for-
candidales and created a great-
ecpportunity for everyone 1o ralse-
money and compete egually in the
The maximum’

campaign, This

leveled: the

elecloral process.
amount of money alletted by the

cily for  each: cdndlda.te was

$75,000,

. bor mosi residents of District 10 ;

candidates
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the intricacies of the campaisn
reforms  were  hot  cemmon
Enowledge it out on the sizeels,
the eifects were hard (o miss.
With the thousands of posters
plasizared en lampposis threnghent
the community and the multitude
of  leaflets  lhanded ont o
commuters al subway stations,
last year candidales definifely had
more meney on band te reach out
to the potential voier

For the producers of Ruoning
The Campuign, District 10 became
a model community for the
clectoral process, Nelson shared
that one of the reasons Disirict 10
was choesen for the docwmentary
was hecause his team saw that the
campaigns  were run  very
ditferenily in this neighborhood
and  this wuas demonstrated
through the high levels of
participation by the commumaity

"I found the nse of caravans

{aseinating and this was a very
different approach ihun other
districts. The candidates in
Distriet th were like celebrities
acrompanied by large enlourages
of pesple. - During the caravans,
kids womnld ‘cheer for the
candidates they supporied or give
a thumbs down le lhe candidates
that Lthey didn't. The fact that kids
undersiood and were indirectly
participating in the campaign was
fascinating to me."

sSimilar fo olker campaigns
throughout New York City, Thistrict
10's cight candidates posed an
interestlag dilemma to MNelzon and
his ieam. "Unlortenately anly a few
of the candidates made it Inte the
documceniary: We had one
cameraperson for each district we
covered and sack hud about 7
candidates, that's a total of around
21 people. . We fllmed over 200
hours of footage.. We wanted to use
the footage of the candidates who

won the eleclions and these that

seemed interesting." "
One of the candidates
highlighicd in. this . documentary

was Miguel Martinez, the mnow -
eleeted city council representative

for District: 10, Councilmember
Martinez believes in hindsighi that
the campaign reforms did have a
positive elfect on the community
"The referms allowed many
different people fe rum. And most
imporiantly, it forced ithe
candidates to pui eut a plaiform
that would meel the needs of the
community,” Councilmember
Martinez siated, "HEveryona
contribnted dilfereni ideas chaf
generafed am increasc in political
awureness.”

Roth. Councilmember Martinez
and Stanley Nelson. heped that a
result of the campuign reforms was
higher voter furnout.. With more
money avaliable for the campaigns,

-candidates were able to pay more

attention te the issues and promote
their . platforms . ralher . than
concentirating - so - much: . en
fundraising. DRI

Manhatian Times

Nelson did peint oul one
other major differenve hetween the
City Councl race in Distriet 10 and
that if other districts covered im
Hupning: The Campaign. "One of
the things (hat dide't make & Into
the film and we struggled with it in
the edifing room was the mse of
television in placing campaign ads.
Spanish language television made
it more alfordable to buy time."
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By:
Clevaeelicn Oz

Districl 1Ws
innovative response o e
crmpaign reforms will hopefuily
serve us a starting  peint  for
pelitical  activism  in siher
communifies acress the couniry
And wilhin our own city, Nelson
hopes that "campaign referm and
lerm fimiis can continue to bring
nwore pariicipation and enlhusiasm
into flocal] elections.”

Belowr; Vietor Morisete-Romero's sownd truck tourad DEstriet 10 throughout his

carnpaign for City Cownsil.
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